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I. Areas of Production 

The production of c e r t i f i e d  seed potatoes in Idaho has increased rapidly 
the past  two years. I n  1951 there  were approximately 7,500 acres entered 
f o r  cer t i f ica t ion ,  This f i gu re  passed the 34000 acre mark i n  1961. The 
Russet Burbank var ie ty  cons i t i t u t e s  about 96% or  29,000 acres. The balance 
of t he  acreage cons is t s  of Early Gems and Kennebec with a small acreage of 
White Rose and Pontiacs. 

The Idaho seed production has been confined mostly t o  high a l t i tude  andiso- 
la ted  areas which range i n  elevation from 5,200 t o  6,000 f e e t  above sea 
leve l .  However, i n  recent years, t he  ce r t i f i ed  seed production has been 
increasing i n  other areas, par t icu la r ly  on the new i r r i g a t i o n  projects.  
Cert i f ied seed i s  produced i n  several d i f fe ren t  areas  within the s t a t e  with 
t h e  major portion being produced i n  t h e  southeastern section,  The areas may 
be traced across the  s t a t e ,  s t a r t i ng  i n  the southeast corner, and are  as  
follows: 

1, Caribou & Bannock Countie;~ --:Grace and. Lava Hot Spr ings  area. 
2. Teton County -- Driggs, Tetonia, and Victor areas. 
3. Fremont County -- Ashton area,  

, Small acreage i n  Lemhi County -- Salmon area. 
5. Butte and Custer Counties -- Arco t o  Mackay area, 
6, Bingham County -- Newly developed area on the deser t  west of Black- 

foot .  
7. Small acreage i n  Blaine County -- Near Carey, 
8. Scattered area around Malta, Bwley, Rupert, and Twin F a l l s  areas. 
9. Valley County -- McCall & Donnelly areas. 

10, Small acreage i n  Northern Idaho, 

11. Standards and Inspection Procedures 

Space i n  t h i s  report  does not permit a l l  the d e t a i l s  of t he  standards and 
/ inspection procedures, Deta i l s  for  ce r t i f i ca t ion  a re  included i n  "Idaho 

Rules f o r  Certif ication," which may be obtained from the Idaho Crop Improve- 
ment Assqn,, Inc., P, 0. Box 2601, Boise, Idaho, The following outl ine con- 
veys the pr incipal  requirements and procedures: 

A, Any l o t  of Idaho seed t o  be e l i g ib l e  t o  plant  f o r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  
must be represented i n  the  winter t e s t  p lo t s  or must be seed 
stocks t h a t  a r e  approved by the  Idaho Crop Improvement Association. 
The tolerance f o r  disease i n  the p lo t  i s  1% Leaf Roll, and 2% 
Mosaic . 



B. Isolat ion 

Potatoes t o  be e l i g ib l e  f o r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  must be 100 yards from 
any other potatoes, including volunteer, which w i l l  not pass the 
inspection regulations,  Providing a sui table  bar r ie r  i s  present, 
t h i s  distance may be reduced, but i n  no case s h a l l  t he  distance 
be l e s s  than 100 f e e t ,  

C .  Field Inspection 

1 Two inspections sha l l  be made f o r  each f i e l d  entered. Addi- 
t i ona l  inspections may be made a t  t he  discret ion of the f ie ld-  
man, but w i l l  not be made i n  order t o  allow growers t o  rogue 
f i e l d s  which w i l l  not pass inspection. FIELDS SHALL BE CON- 
SIDERED READY FOR INSPECTION AT ALL TIMES. Both f i e l d s  and 
bins sha l l  be available f o r  inspection a t  a l l  times and f ie ld-  
men sha l l  be permitted t o  sample bins f o r  r i ng  r o t  or  other 
diseases a t  any time, 

2. The fieldman i s  given authority t o  refuse ce r t i f i ca t ion  on 
any f i e l d  of potatoes because of the  prevalence t o  a serious 
extent of any diseases not metioned herein, of serious insec t  
damage, weeds, or  because of any other condition tha t  impairs 
the  seed value or i n t e r f e re s  with proper growth or  inspection 
of the potatoes or  t o  withhold ce r t i f i ca t ion  of any l o t  of 
seed potatoes u n t i l  t he  winter t e s t  p l o t  readings a r e  complete, 

3. Fie lds  t h a t  show volunteer potato p lan ts  w i l l  be accepted f o r  
ce r t i f i ca t ion  when the volunteer plants  a r e  not found i n  ex- 
cess of 5% of the t o t a l  p lan ts  i n  t he  f i e l d .  Volunteer plants  
s h a l l  be considered a s  pa r t  of the  f i e l d  from the standpoint 
of a l l  f ac to r s  of inspection including disease percentages, 
v a r i e t a l  mixtures, disqualifying conditions, e tc .  Specific 
requirements a r e  a s  follows: 

(1) F i r s t  Inspection Limitations: 
. 1. Varieta l  mixture . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0  

2. Weak plants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 .O% 
3 .  Well defined mosaic, l ea f  r o l l ,  spindle 

tuber or  giant h i l l ;  s ingly or  combined . . 2.0% 
( ~ e a f  r o l l  s ingly not more than .5$) 

4. Blackleg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.0% 

2 Second Inspection Limitations: 
1. Varieta l  mixture . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .5% 
2. Weak plants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.0% 
3. Well defined mosaic, l ea f  r o l l ,  spindle 

tuber or giant h i l l ;  singly or  combined . . l * O %  
( ~ e a f  r o l l  singly not more than 3 % )  

4 Blackleg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.0% 



Do Disqualifying Conditions 

A t  any regular inspection, addit ional inspection, or  a t  any time, the  
presence of the  following diseases or  insec ts  sha l l  disqualify any 
f i e l d  or a l o t  of seed for  cer t i f ica t ion :  
Blackwart, Powdery Scab, Late Blight, Tuber Moth, Eelworm (Nematode), 
Ring Rot (Bacterial  Wilt) ,  Eunart i i  W i l t .  
EVIDENCE OF FAILURE TO REMOTE POTATOES FROM ROGUED HILLS WILL AUTOMA- 
TICALLY DISQUALIFY A FIELD. Where EELWORM i s  found on the farm or  i n  
any l o t  of potatoes grown on the farm, no l o t  of seed grown on t h i s  
farm sha l l  be e l i g ib l e  for  ce r t i f i ca t ion .  

E. Cellar Inspection 

A t  the t i n e  of the f i r s t  f i e l d  inspection, the  fieldman sha l l  v i s i t  
the  c e l l a r  where potatoes are  t o  be stored t o  determine if ce l l a r  con- 
d i t ions  are  desirable  a s  a storage place f o r  seed potatoes. 

F. Storage 

Potatoes e l i g ib l e  f o r  tagging a s  c e r t i f i e d  seed potatoes must not be 
stored, graded or  handled i n  ce l l a r s ,  warehouses or subdivisions 
thereof i n  which potatoes t h a t  have not been f i e l d  inspected equiva- 
l e n t  t o  the  second inspection, or are  known t o  have Bacterial  Ring 
Rot, Eelworm, Eumartii W i l t ,  Late Blight, or Tuber Moth are  stored or  
handled. 

G, Harvesting and Seed Handling 

1, Growers who have f i e l d s  e l i g ib l e  f o r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  sha l l  notify 
the designated fieldman i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  p r ior  t o  harvest and 
sha l l  work out with him a sa t i s fac tory  plan f o r  keeping ident i ty  
of the  potatoes through harvest and storage. 

2 Seed potato l o t s  are  checked a t  harvest time i n t o  bins and c e l l a r s  
t o  maintain t h e i r  ident i ty .  A l o t  i s  e l ig ib l e  f o r  tags  only when 
t h i s  i den t i t y  i s  maintained. 

H. Bags 

Potatoes which have net  f i e l d  and storage requirements f o r  cer t i f ica -  
t i on  t o  be e l i g i b l e  t o  tag and sea l  as  c e r t i f i e d  must be packed i n  
new bags. 

I. Foundation Seed 

Generally for  t h e  Foundation c l a s s  of seed, t he  disease tolerance i s  
about half of t ha t  for  the  regular ce r t i f i ed  with the exception t h a t  
there  i s  only .2% leaf r o l l  permitted the first inspection and 
the second. I n  addition, the potatoes must be planted i n  tuber un i t s  
and the minimum iso la t ion  i s  1,000 f e e t ,  



111. Post-Harvest Testing 

A t  harvest time each grower i s  required t o  submit 600 one-drop tubers from 
the seed stock they intend t o  p lan t  the  following year. The first of 
November 380 of t p s e  tubers are  t rea ted  with Giberell ic acid (25 ppm) 
held a t  80 t o  85 F, f o r  two weeks, and planted a t  Oceanside, California, 
t he  first week of December. These p lo t s  are  read f o r  diseases about March 
5 th  t o  10th. These readings a r e  avai lable  i f  requesited on specif ic  
growers o r  seed stocks. 

The other 300 tubers a r e  planted i n  May a t  t he  Aberdeen Branch E ~ e r i m e n t  
Station.  The Aberdeen p lo ts  give a comparison with those conducted i n  
ca~j l forn ia  and afford a pre-inspection view of the seed ,stocks grown under 
Idaho conditions. 

IV. Seed Reports 

After the ,  potatoes a r e  c;h%ked i n t o  storage the  Idaho Crop Improvement 
Ass'n., Inc,  publishes a directory which l ists the names and addresses of 
a l l  growers who entered"potatoes f o r  ce r t i f i ca t ion ,  The!directory a l so  
shows t h e  acreage entered, the, acreage accepted, the  acPeage re jected or  
withdrawn, and the v i rus  disease reading f o r  each inspection. 

V. Grades and Tag Information 

Tags of b lue , r ed ,  green or  yellow designate the  four grades i n  which 
Idaho ce r t i f i ed  may be packed. A l l ,  grades m u s t ,  meet the requirements for 
U, ' S .  No. 1 a s  t o  p e t  ro t ,  dSg ro t ,  freezing injury,  j e l l y  ends, mechan- 
i c a l  injury,  and bin,heat ing and, t he  maximum tolerance f o r  v q r i e t a l p w i t p  
i s  1%, Washtng, clipping, ,,or trimming i s  not permitted i n  any grade. The 
s ize  range f o r  blue, red,  and green tag  grades i s  1% inche,s i n  diameter 
t o ,  12 ounces maximum weight. The yellow tag grade has no minimum s i ze  

: limit but has a 12 ounce maximum. 

The blue tag grade s h a l l  meet the same standards f o r  U. S. No. 1 i n  regard 
t o  shape and type, For the  red t a g  the  potatoes sha l l  not be seriously 
misshapen or  serious* damaged by growth cracks, or  second growth. The 
shape and type of the  green tag  grade i s  the  same a s  f o r  the blue and red 
tag grades combined with the following exceptions: 

1, Not t o  exceed two knobs on any one tuber which might break off i n  
normal handling may be permitted, providing such knobs do not cause 
wore than 15% waste of t h e  individual  tuber.  

2. Not more than 15 percent by weight of the  potatoes i n  any one con- 
ta iner  may have two knobs of t h i s  type, 

There i s  no requirement a s  t o  shape and type f o r  yellow tag.  

The green t a g  p a d e  i s  intended f o r  a f i e l d  run pack maintainin8 the  
o r ig ina l  percent of blue and red tag  grade, For c la r i f ica t ion ,  if  a 
grower i s  packing green t a g  he must sign a statement a s  to . the  s ize  range. 
If the pack i s  t o  have a maximum of 8 ounces both the blue and red t a g  
grade over 8 ounces must be removed, 

The yellow tag  grade i s  a contract grade between the  buyer and s e l l e r  and 
has no requirements except those previously mentioned. Yellow tag packs 

, may be extremely rough, misshapen, or  d i r t y  or  they may be a very good 
pack consist ing of a high percent of blue t a g  grade. The buyer should 
alwavs insoect a vellow t a r  oack before ourchasine. 




