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POTATO ESTIMATING PROGRAM -- U. 5. D, A,

Emery C. Wilcox -- Ronald R. Radenz
Agricultural Statisticians
Washington Crop snd Livestock Reporting Service i

Potato production forecasts and estimaties are made by the Statistical
Reporting Service, U. S. D. A., for six differeni seasonal crop classifi-
cations in the United States. These seasons overlap slightly, but this is
unavoidable. The Winter potato crop is grown in Florida and California and
comprised only 1.8 percent of the ennual National production on the everage
during 1951-60. These potatoes are harvested January through March.

Harvest of Rarly Spring potatoes hegins arcund the first of April in Fleride
and Texas and ends about the middle of May. This crop, on the average, com-
prises only about 1.6 percent of the United States total. Thé Late Spring
crop is produced in eleven southern states and comprises about 10.2 percent
“of the National totel. Hearvest of this crop is between the middle of May and
end of June,

There are also eleven states producing LEarly Summer potatoes, harvested from
July to the middle of August. This erop comprises only 5.3 percent of the
United States production on the average. Marketings may extend into the Late
Summer season in some years, Washington produces about 15 percent of the total
Late Summer crop in competition with 21 other states. However, the total

Late Summer crop averages about 14.2 percent of the National total per year.
The Late Summer crop is harvested from the middle of August to the first of
October. In Washington, all potatoes marketed prior to October 1 are con-

sidered Late Summer crop and all those marketed after Ociober } are considered
Fall.

The Fall crop, on the average, comprises ©6.9 percent of the annual United
States producticon. Washington averaged only 2.4 percent of the Fall crop
during the period 1951-60 -- a relatively insignificant portion of the prod-
uction. Idaho is first of all Fall states, producing 23.3 percent of the

Fall crop in 1962. Maine was second with 20.2 percent of the crop, followed
by New York, North Dakota, Minnesote, Colorado, Connecticut, Michigan, Wis-

- congin and Washingion in that order. There are sixteen siates with production
less than Washington of the Fall group.

Acresge Estimates

In March the Statistical Reporting Service conduets surveys to measure fermers’
intended planted acreage for the year. This is released to farmers in a
report aboui March 22 so they can adjust their plantings if they so choose.
Two surveys gather the information needed.

1. Cards asking for acreages of most field crops are sent to a sample
of Washington farmers. Reports from these farmers are edited and
compiled into distriet and state totals. The R/L indication is the
ratio of all potatoes to total cropland. This is read on a regression




- 03 -

chart against final crcop figures in previous years and is then expanded
to a state total. The C/H indication is taken from total acres of all
farms reporiing acres intended for planting in current year divided by
acres they reported harvested for the previous year. No identical
matching of cerds is necessary in this survey.

2. A special potato grower inguiry is mailed to a sample of known com-
mercial potato growers in the state slgo. This is necegsary because
of the specialization of the crop. Increased sampling rate adds pre-
“cision to the estimates. A C/H comparison is made the same as on the
general acreage survey, using the percentage change from last year as
an indication which is read on & regression chart. On this schedule
the grower is asked what percentage change he expects for his locality
from last year's harvested acreage. This 1s read on 2 separate re-
gression chari giving us another acreage indication from the questionnaire.

On the besis of the four sample indications and of information gathered from
people in the potatoc trade, who are visited prior to the report, an acreage
estimate is made. A narrative report is included with the acreage estimate;
therefore, field contacis and travel are essential.

In June, surveys are made to determine actual amount of acres planted to
potatoes and to determine what growers intend to harvest. Cards are mailed
to farmers throughout the state similar to the March Intentions Survey.
Farmers report acreage harvested last year and what they expect to harvesi
in the current year. Ratic to land, current to historie and current to cur-
rent indicaiions are camputed. The current to current indication is the per
cent change from last year arrived st by matching identical farm reportis.
This means matching last year's card with current card. Using this year's
current report divided by last year's current report gives percentsge change
which is read on a regression chert. The current to historic indication is
percentage change is shown by the reported acreage for current yesr divided
by what the farmer reports as having harvegted last year on the same card.
Again regression charts are used in interpreting indications.

In June, the Columbia Basin Land Use Survey is also made. This survey is the
cooperative work of five agencles and is quite complete as & higher sampling
rate is used than for our state survey. This covers the largest potato
preducing area and is used in adjusting our state estimate.

A grower disposition schedule is mailed to potato growers in the state in

June for the purpose of determining home use and other disposition items for

the previous year. Questions on current and historic acreages also are

asked, From this an indicated percent change of planted acres this year to
harvested scres last year c¢an be calculated.

ceed potato inspection data available in June gives another indication of
acres planted to potatoes. Regression charts are kept compering amount of
seed potatoes inspected each year with what the final planted acreage has been.
These regression cherts can be read and interpreted giving an additional
indication. The correlation between seed inspected and acreage planted has
been very good in the past. Thus it can be seen that six indications are used
for the estimate. Every effort i1s made to make the most precise estimate

of potatospossible as this acreage affectothe production estimates for the
remaining sesason.
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The estimate of acreage for harvest can be revised in December, fcllowing

the final screage surveys. The primary object of these fall acreage surveys
is to measure the acreage actually harvested and determine amount of abandon-
ment. Acreage cards are tabulated for ratic to land and are maiched for the
current io current percentage change. We also obtain the current o current
percentage from the grower speclal survey of acreage and production which
gives the breakdown of Late Summer and Fall crops.

The Washington Potato Committee reporis give an indication of how much was
harvested ag Farly and from grower reported yields early potato acreage can
be determined.

1 F S

In July the first forecast of potate production is made with only the Late
Summer crop being estimated. For this estimate indications for all potatoes
are obtained from a ldist of regular crop reporters who report on genersal
farm conditions each month of the yesr. This is supplemented by a Special
Potato Inquiry sent to commercial potato growers. Conditlon reporis are
obtained which are given in terms of percent of a full crop had there been
no adverse conditions due to insects, disease, etec. and also include probable
yield estimates for the grower's locality. These are read on regression
charts in much the same manner as the acreage survey and become the primary
indications. These are, however, evaluated on the basis of field travel and
contacts with informed growers and indusiry people.

From July through October there is the General Crop Schedule and the Grower
Special Inquiry to tabulete to make ecurrent monthly forecasis the ssme as in
the July 1 report. However, in these months estimates are made for total
crop as well as Late Summer and Fall crops.

For the month of November there is cnly a total yield indication on the
General Crop Schedule. Yield indications for Late Summer and Fall potatoes
come from the Grower Special Acreage and Production Inguiry. From the
Acreage and Production Schedule there is a preliminary tabulation made at
this time, No condition questions are asked. Field contacts are used as in
other months.,

Annusal Production Egtimates

For the final estimate of the year the regular Acreage and Produciion Schedule
--which is mailed to general crop farmers throughout the state-- and the
Grower Special Acreage and Production Inguiry--which was used for a pre-
liminary tabulation in November--are used. Both surveyes provide yield indi-
cations for the two crops which combined gives total potato production. At
this time there are Potato Committee reports which are used as check data for
the Late Summer crop. Used in conjunction with the December 1 potaio stocks,
it is possible to obtain an indication of what the Fall crop production
should be. '

In June each year final revisions are made for the previous year. At that
time there is additional check data such as final Potato Committee reports,
reilroad shipments and truck unloads, grower disposition survey, and summaries
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of the irrigation project reports available which give the best check
possible on production, yield and acreage.

The Weshington Crop and Livestock Reporting Service is also responsible for
meking four stocks reports, December 1 through Merch 1. Considerable field
travel and some telephone calls weremade to make nearly complete coverage of
the storages in the Columbia Basin, Mailed veporis are relied on in the
remaining districts which are more stable and do not siore as many potatoes.
For the December 1 estimate dealers, county agenits and informed sources are
contacted to obtain locations of all new farm and truckside potato sheds.
These are then located on maps and checked for storage on December 1. Ratio
t0o cegpacity indication and a ratic to production indication are used. Dealers
are giratified inio two size groups and all of the large ones are contacted:
attempts are made to contact all or nearly all the smaller ones. During
January, February, and March identicals are used as a check on percent change

from moenth to menth.

For these months the Potato Committee reports are used

as an indicationof diseppearance from the previous month.

Heleages

Releases covering the estimates made are issued after each survey. All
releases made from this office in chronological order are:

January 7
January 15
Jenuary 15

February 15

March 15
Mareh 22

July 15

Avugust 15

September 15

October 15
November 15

Deceinber 20

Certified Potato Seed Report

January 1 Potato Stocks

Annual Crop Report (Includes
historical data)*

February 1 Pctato Stocks

March 1 Potato Stocks

Acreage Intentions Repori
(Principal crops Washington
and National only)¥

July Crop Report (Late Summer
Production)™

August Potato Report (Seasonal and
leading state estimates)

September Potato Report
October Potato Report
November Crop Report®

December 1 Potato Stocks

*Brief potato summary included along with other crops.
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The address where these releages can be obtained is:

Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting Service
348 Federal Office Building
Seattie 4, Washingion

The Market News Service of the Agricultural Marketing Service alsc releases
information that is valuable to growers and dealers. They release inform-
ation on amount of truck unliceds converted to carlot eguivalents in 100
selected cities and shipments of potatoes by rail. They also give daily
prices of potatoes on various markets.

Charles Sherman is the local representative in Yakima, His address is:

U. 8. Dept. of Agriculture, AMS
Fruit and Vegetable Division
235 Liberty Building

Yakima, Washington

The daily vegetable report from that office includes potato prices 1o growers,
less sorting, F.0,B. price at loeding point and also wholesale prices at
various markets in the Nation. Dally reports on rail shipments out of the
commercial potatoes areas also are available.

Leroy Gay is the local representative in the Seaitle srea. The Seattle Daily
Fruit and Vegetsable Report gives the Seattle wholesale potato price and whole-
sale prices in other selected cities. It also includes the {ruck unloads
converted to carlot equivalenis in Seattle and Tacoma.

The address of Mr. Gay is:

U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, AMS
Fruit and Vegetzble Division
228 Federal Office Building
Seattle 4, Washington




POTATOES - PEAK HARVESTING PERICDS

Jan., Feb., Mar. Apr.

May June July Aug.

Sept. Oct. HNov. Deec.

Winter 3 % Late § Late
‘ | Spring Summer
gﬁ Early Early Fall
Spring Susmer
STATES GROWING POTATOES IN EACH OF THE ABUVE SEASCNS
Winte Late Sumper {Cont'd.)
Floride
California I1linois
Michigan
Early Spring Wisconsin
Florida Mimnmesota
Texas Nebraska
Meryland
Late Spring Virginia

North Caroline
South Carclina
Georgia
Alabama
Mississippi
Arksnsas
Louisiana
Cklahoma

Texas

Arizona
California

Early Summer
Missouri
Kansas
Delaware
Maryland
Virginia
North Carolina
Georgla
Kentucky
Tennesses
Texas
California

Late Summer
Massachugetis
Rhode Island
New York
New Jersey
Penngylvania
Ohio
Indiana
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West Virginia
North Carolina
Idsho

New Mexico
WASHINGTON
Oregon
Galifornisa

Fell
Maine
New Hampshire
Vermont
Massachusetts
Rhode Island
Connecticut
New York
Pennsylvania
Ohio
Indiena
Michigan
Wisconsin
Minnesota
Iowa
North Dakotls
South Dakota
Nebraska
Montana
Idzho
Wyoming
Colcorado
Utah
Nevada
WASHINGTON
Oregon
California




. %52 "USEA

%9°1L Z///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////7/ ot
) %9°T .mmm

%699 _7///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////@ ca- e
. T 2

| 4z 2 LK
421 7///////////%4ﬁmﬂ

g2 NN\ 2961
2676 NN\ 09-T661

%1°8

r/////gﬂ 296T

2°0T ANNNWINY 09-T¢6T

Z96T QNY EDVHEAY 09-TS6T ‘SNOSYIS X4
NOILONAOHS J0¥D OIVEIOd °S °N TVIOL J0 INZOWEJ

|mml

gt [} 296t

49T @ 09-T¢6T

go-1 N z96T

. %8°T Eooi._“mm._“

eg

JOTING
9187

Jaummg
ATaey

Buradg
87187

Jutadg

- Arasy

TotUTh



adevaroy palURTJ POPULLUT JO

j.iuIliilll][Ill!@PmS..anm
| ]
_
UOTIBOTPUT UOTYEoTPUT
_ UOTBOTPUT UOTEOLPUT
_
| H/0 H/0 /Y
” H/0 BB ]
£31TRO0T TeNPTATPUT
_
108.U0Y PTOTL
$20J4N0g 'POWIOFUT
_
{

BTEq0 H2900 TBrosdy m.Hm:sou,w g@..lmg%g

HOVHEOY HOHVIN

......@mv....



- -

_
_
_
!
|
|
_
!
!
_
_
_
_
!
_
_

_

woTroedsut
pesg

—eTeT

NosuY

1s2AdRY JOJ a8eadoy JO

— — — — ~ — — sjeuTyey
|
uOT1BOTPUT —
UOT1BOTPUT
! i
Do189AIRH/ POIURT ] 2187 ATaeg

ARG S8 pUET

uIsBg BTQUNTOD
IOVIHOY TNOP

- 00T =~

[

M

[

"OTPUL "OTPUI  *OTPUT
'y Py ot
5987 a3eT 2987
| £Taed | Araeq Lraey
0 2/0 /4
ABRING SoBad0y SuLty



polsaags afealoy JO

9LBWTLSH
| _ _
UOT1BOTPUL UOT1ROTPUT
UOT3BOTPUT UoT1eoTPUL UOT}BOTPUL
SR Lraeg o/D /4
JO1ROTPUT 0/0
218 1 USWS ACTY
Vi acing
29979 TUTC)) . UOTLONDOIJ PUB 98BOIOY Kanang e8eodoy TRUTH

09.89.0d *USBH Tetoadg Jamoan

TDVIHOV TVNIL

- TOT =



*goremrtsy doa) sieT pue ATaey ‘aeqorog ySnoaul jsndny

$3983U0) DPTOTA

UOTIONPOI] pug PLOTX JO

S21BWT) ST

| L

{Lruo seremrisy doay Liaew ‘Angp «

L

UOT4BOTPUT UOT}BOTPUT
UOT1BOTPUT UOT1ROTPUT
PTOTX UOT}TPUO)
aTqBqOI] PTITL UOTTPUOS
aTqRqOIg e
_ |
are Rraer

hhwﬁdQH 038104 TeToadg

,T8003.00 uSnoayy ATnp

NOILDAQO¥d aNV CIEIX

- g0t -

UOT1eOTPUL
UOTBOTPUT
PISTI UOT} TPUOY
2TqeqoI]

doan TeJasush




UOTHONPOIJ PUs PTITL JO

— - mem e e emm e e — — - 91BUL}SH
r
" R _
_
|
_
| UOT}ROTPUT UOTIBROTPUT
_
_ PISTX PISTEL UOT}BOTPUT
_
| a1eT Arrey
1
“ PIOTX
!
I
l .
§19081U0) PTTA UOT)ONpOIJ pur aSealoy . doay teasusy

Teroadg Jamoan

JoQUERAOY

NOTIONAO¥d aNY dTaIL

- £0T ~



UOT4ONPOL pus PTOTX JO

UOT4BOTPUT

TUSTESAON

L1rey

SO} TUMO] 01810f
o BUTUSBK

93BUITYST

UOTIBOTPUT

PTaTX

a%eT

UOT1BOTPUT

PT=TX

Araeg

TOTIONPOIJ Pus adeagoy
TeToadg dsmoan

TBUT Jequeds(

NOTLONAOHE NV QTAIX

- ot -

UoTeoTPUL UoT1eOTPUT
PTSTX PI®TX
oneT ATTeq

UOT1ONPOAJ pue adwatoy
JeTndsy



UOT]oNpod] Pue pleti ‘ofeaioy jo
9)BUTISE TBUTJ

UOT}EOTDUT

UOTIanpoaJ [pue afestoy

g]J0dey
10903 UOTIBRITAIT

TOT}BOTPUT

JUSMDAOW

8913 THMO) O3B0
U0 SUTSRHY

sunp

NOISTIAZY TVNIA

- G0T -

UOT}BOTPUT

PTSTX

a8

UOTHBOTPUT

PTSTA

CAraey

uoTyteodsTg
JOMO.TY)



UOLBULYsey UT PUBH UO SYO01Q JO
91BUWTLSH

U

_n.._al.....,an,.ilL

|
| dnoay
] petesemnuy
_ +
_ UOT480 TPUT UOT}BOTPUT
~
_
| UOTLONPOIT Laroedey S000.G
| o1 ompmm 01 oT4EY
|

sousaeaddesT( s3001g
| _
“
]

SO} o) OT8T0d — Suo MO I BV £ [l ST AT = v =]

ucl.IuTysey
YOJBW USNOJU], JoqUeo9

SADOLS

=~ 90T -



- 107 -

POTATO REPORTS AVATTABIE FROM

THE WASHINGTON CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTING SERVICE

January 7
January 15
Jenuary 15

February 15
March 15

March 22

July 15
August 15

Sepiembar 15
October 15

November 15

December 20

Certified Potato Seed Report
January 1 Potato Stocks
Annual Crop Report (Ineludes Historical Data)™

February 1 Potato Stocks

Mzreh 1 Potato Stocks
Acreage Intentions Report (Principal crops Wagh.
and National only)

July Crop Report (Late Summer Production)®

Auvgust Potato Report (Seasonsl and leading state
estimates)

September Potato Repord
October Potaio Report
November Crop Report*®

Decenmber 1 Potato Stocks

*BTief pptato summary included along with other crops.

WASHINGTON CROP AND LIVESTOGK REPORTING SERVICE
348 Federal Office Bldg., Seattle 4, Washington

REPORTS AVAILABLE FRCOM AM,S, MARKET NFWS
Charles Sherman, Local Representative
U.3.D,A,, AMS Fruit & Vegetable Division
235 Liberty Building

Yakima, Washington

Daily report includes reported potatc prices to growers less sorting, FOB
price at loading point and wholesale prices in various cities of the Nation.

Leroy W. Gay, Local Representative
U.S.D.A., AMS Fruit & Vegetable Division
228 Federal Office Building

Seattle 4, Washington

Paily report includes Seattle wholesale potato prices as well as wholesale
prices at other selected cities.
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1963 POTATO OUTLOOK - SUMMER POCR; FALL GOCD

Karl Hobson

Washingtoh State University Extension Marketing Price Specialist, Pullman

Late Summer Washington Potatoes (Potatoes dug in July, August, and Sepiember., )--

Outlook 1s uncertain and unpredictable at this time, but developments indicate
poor prices, '

A,

Prices for our summer potatoes are governed by five factors:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Supply of old crop potatoes in May, June, and July.

Size of California's late spring crop (Dug mostly in May and June).
Size of the eerly summer crop (Dug in June and July).

Size of the late summer crop (Dug in July, August, eand September).

Late summer production in the Pacific Northwest and Californis.

Most of the factors peint to low prices for summer potatoes.

2.

This eould go either way, but the balance seems to indicate large
supplies of old potatoes at that time. January 1 stocks were 5
per cent under a year earlier but otherwise the largest on record.
They were 12 per cent larger than two years ago when we had plenty
of potatces but not too many. In the Russet areas, January 1
stocks were down 14 per cent from a year easrlier, but they were 22
per cent larger than two years earlier. Also, Maine growers have
treated more potatoes with sprout inhibitor than ever before and
they will hold more of these than ever for gale in June and July.
That's because last year the only potatoes they made any money on
were the ones they soid in June and July. On the other hand, freezes
in the early areas and heavy exports to Europe could turn the tide
and meke May, June, and July supplies of old potatoes scarce. '

Size of Celifornia's spring crop.

This is the one factor that looks real favorable at this time.
California plans to reduce acresge 5 per cent to the lowest level
gince 1951. Per acre yield may be down too. Early planting con~
ditions have been poor -- cold and dry. Lasti year's yield was
above average.

Size o b 2 8 e o

These areas got good prices last year because both acreage and
yield were low, giving them the smallest crop in 5 years. They
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are almost sure to expand acresge sharply this year and chances’
 favor better yilelds, But most of this acreage is not irrigated.
Poor growing conditions can cut yields sharply any Season.

4. Size h 8

The late summer crop is likely to be larger this year, but this is
very uncertain., Last year prices were the best in 3 years in the
East, best in 2 years in the West. But yields were a record high
last year and could easily be lower this yesar.

50
Production may be down some in these areas this year. Yields may
be lower because they were a record high lest year. Acreage may
be up little or none heceuse only the early sales brought good
prices last year. This indicates that late August end Sepiember
prices may be better than last year.
Fall Potatoes - Moderately good prices seem likely for the fall crop this year.

Prices something like those received in 1960 seem most likely.

A, Acreage is pretty sure to be reduced some -- acreage is always reduced
after we have two low price years in a row. BReduction may be:

1. About 2 per cent if the price of storage potatces rises between
now and June.

2. About 4 per cent if prices go down between now and June. This
looks the most likely at this time.

B. Per acre yields are likely to drop to sbout 190 hundredwelght. This
would still be the highest yield on record except for the pest two
years. Per acre yields nearly always drop after two years of low
prices and large crops.

C. Production of around 180 million bags of fall potetoes seems likely.
This would be up only 3 per cent from 1960. Population is up about
5 per cent and per capita demand seems to be about the same as in 1960,

D. But Russet production might be up. Ideho prices have been fair this
year and per scre yields were the lowest since 1954,
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