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POTATO CERTIFICATION IN OREGON

Jack Waud
Certification Specialist, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon

It is a privelege to be here today to discuss with you Oregon Potate Certifi-
cation procedures, I say privilege because the potato growers in this Central
Washington ares are more conscious of what consititues "good" potatoc seed than
many other general seed consuming areas. I feel that this is good and am
pleased to have this opportunity.

Authoritz

Oregon law places the responsibilities of certification on the Dean of the
School of Agriculture of Oregen State University. The Dean, in tuarn, estab-
lished a Certification Board, which includes representatives of the following
departments:

Farm Crops - Chairman
Extension Administration
Plant Pathology

Horticulture

Entomology

Seed Certification -~ Secretary

The Certification Board determines policies, approves certification of new
varieties and is the final authority for the determinatiorn of standards. The
Certification project is an Extension Service project, with personnel and
offices located in the Farm Crops Department.

Certification of all crops and plants in Oregon is performed by this group,
with the single exception of strawberries, which are handled by an Extension
Plant Pathologist, in cooperation with the Certification project.

Areas

Oregon is divided into distinct areas of potato seed production, and T will
describe them as follows:

Willamette Valley: Portland, Oregon City,
maln cities in areas. About 1300 acres certified
in 1961,

Central Oregon: Redmond, Prineville. 650 acres
certified in 1961.

Klamath: Klamath Palls, 1900 acres certified
il'l 1961 I N

Bastern Oregon: Baker, lLa Grands, Vale. 150
acres certified in 1961
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The Willamette Valley production is for the most part, dry land. The prin-
cipal problem here is late season aphid population buildup. Needless to say,
aphid control is most important here. The seed potatoes produced in the
remainder of the state are irrigated. Isolation from commercial potatoes in
all areas is good.

Inspection Procedures

The Seed Certification project is self-supporting. Fees for potatoes are $5.00
per acre. This fee covers two field inspections and a greenhouse test plot. I
would like to state here that ALL lots which have met field inspection require-
ments must be tested in the greenhouses,

Standards for field inspections and greenhouse test plots are as follows:

Parent Stock# Foundation Certified
lst 2nd GQreen- lst 2nd Green- 1st 2nd (Creen-
Factor Insp. Insp. house Insp. Insp house Insp Insp house
- Mosaic Trace O 0 1 2/10% T 3 1—** 5
leafroll-N.Gem& Burbank Trace O 0 % 2/10% 1 2 Zx 1
Other varieties Trace O 0 5 2/10% 1 11w 5
Other virus /10 1/10 0O 1 2/10 1 3 % 5
Total virus 2/10 2/10 0 1 2/10 1 3 1z 5
Ring rot a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Y
Blackleg B Z 1 % % 2 2
"Rusty dieback Trace Trace : F % %
Verticillium o 0 T Y 2
Variety mixtures 0 0 0 0 Ry
% Tuber perpetuated 1/10 Trace means 1 or 2 plants per acre

#% Tuber perpetuated %
# Must be tuber unlt-ed, hill unit-ed, or eye indexed planting

Reports

A report listing every field entered for certification is issued upon comple-
tion of the field inspection season. This report contains the actual counts

made in the field with the actual number of diseased plants found within that
count.

Subsequently, reports are issued containing greenhouse test plot results. The
counts listed here are the number of seed pieces planted Again, number of
dlseased plants found are listed.

Copies of these reports are available from any Oregon County Agent. The Seed
Certification Office, 102 Farm Crops Bldg., Oregon State University, Corvallis,
maintains a mailing list for these and a post card will place your name on
that list..
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Tagging

Serially numbered tags are issued counties. The County Agent issues the tags
to the grower. It is the grower's responsibility to see that the tags go on
the right lot.

Shipping Point Inspection

In Oregon, certification is not complete until a shipping point inspection for
grade has been performed. This inspection is carried out by the Oregon State
Department of Agriculture inspectors, and the grower is charged by that depart-
ment.

Interpreting

Our philosophy on selection of QOregon certified potato seed is this: We make
actual counts (tallying disease) twice in the field and perform a greenhouse
test on every lot of seed certified in the state. The results are published
and are free for the asking. Therefore, any prospective buyer can select any
seed lot in Oregon that meets his specifications, and can purchase that lot
from the producer. It's as simple as that.

The Etc. that Nick Told Me I Could Talk About

You may have discerned by now that certification in Oregon involves a good deal
of grower integrity and cooperation. I'm proud of the integrity of my growers,
and will stand behind most of them all the way.

Since certificaticn is a function of the Extension Service, we take every op-
portunity to consider grower suggestions for improvement of procedures.

The Potatc Committee of the COregon Seed League recently established an Advisory
Committee to consider problems and make recommendations to the Certification
Board, This committee is going to meet February 29, and I'1l have to report
verbally the results of that meeting. The prime objectives of this meeting are:

Reconsider tagging procedure
Evaluate seed grade standards
Consider grade requirements for pre-cut seed

Recommendations by groups such as this, which represent each producing area in
the state, are seriously considered by the Certification Board, and are one of
the prime sources of improvement of our standards.

“In ceonclusion, I would like to remind you that, as in any business, you are
the prime scurce of your own protection. ILearn what makes good seed. Then
learn who grows it; the information is available, and only yourself is to
blame if you buy something BEFORE finding out what it is. I am sure that,
if you do the above, you will come to Oregon for some of your seed.






