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2006 Commercial Seed Lot Trial Information
Mark J. Pavek

Washington State University

Commercial potato seed samples are requested for the 2006 Washington Seed Lot Trial. 
Two to three hundred whole (single drop) seed is an acceptable sample size, or 50 lbs of 4 oz
single drop seed.  This seed should not be treated with insecticide or fungicide.  Seed tubers
need to be uniformly small (not larger than 4 oz) because no seed cutting is done and a cup-type
planter is used.  A sample that represents the entire seed lot received is most desirable. 
Sampling the first (or last) 300 seed from the truck is not likely to provide a representative
sample of the lot.  Sample tags may be obtained by calling the Potato Commission at
509-765-8845 or stopping by any time during business hours.

Your assistance with collection and drop off of seed samples is needed.  Seed samples
may be taken to the WSU Othello Research Unit (509-488-3191): south on Booker Road from
State Highway 26 about five miles east of Othello.  Mark Trent (509-754-2011, ext 413) will be the
main contact for North Basin seed pickup (north of Othello).  For South Basin sample pickup
and any questions regarding the seed lot trials, please call Mark Pavek at 509-335-6861 or Ed
Driskill at 509-335-6859.  

In the North Basin, one seed “drop-off” has been established.  It is located at Qualls Ag
Labs (Mick Qualls, 509-787-4210 ext 16) on the corner of Dodson Road and Road 4; come to front
office between 8 am and 5 pm.  Samples will be picked up at 2:00 pm the day before each
planting date (below) to be included.  For alternative pickup locations please call Mark Pavek at
509-335-6861 or Mark Trent at 509-754-2011, ext 413.

The planned seed lot planting dates for 2006 are:

1st (Early) March 21
2nd April 4
3rd April 18
4th (Late) May 2

This year’s disease readings of the seed lots will take place on June 6 and 20.

The 2006 Potato Field Day is scheduled for Friday June 23.



Tim Waters Joins WSU Extension
Tim Waters joined WSU Extension on February 27th as an Area Extension Educator for

Commercial Vegetables and Irrigated Cropping Systems in Benton and Franklin Counties.
Waters will be headquartered at the Franklin County Extension Office in Pasco and will be
working with growers and the agriculture industry across the lower Columbia Basin as an
Extension Educator. The position being assumed by Tim was formerly held by Erik Sorensen
who retired in late 2004.

Waters completed an associate degree at Columbia Basin College, and his BS & MS
degrees at Washington State University.  Since completing his MS degree in 2004, Tim has
worked under Dr. Doug Walsh as a Research Associate at the Irrigated Agricultural Research
and Extension Center in Prosser, studying arthropod management in a variety of irrigated
crops. 

Tim can be contacted at the Franklin County Extension Office, 1016 N. 4th Avenue,
Pasco, WA 99301-3706 / Phone: (509) 545-3511. 

WSPC Research and Production Information on the Web
As many of you know, the WSPC has been building into our website a database of

research information, potato conference proceedings, newsletters, photos, and more.  We
recently implemented a password system on this portion of the website.  If you don’t have a
password there is a simple password request process – you should have a password within 1
work day of your request.  If you don’t know whether you have a password, or cannot
remember it, there is a simple password reminder system.  I encourage everyone to visit the site
regularly and see what we have added.

http://www.potatoes.com/research.cfm
Tuberworm and Beet Leafhopper Data

We will be conducting the beet leafhopper and tuber moth regional trapping surveys
again in 2006.  We begin work on this in March, and start displaying trapping data on the
website in April.

Volume VI, No. 2 Potato Progress

Page 2



Tri-State Potato Variety Development &
Potato Variety Management Institute, Inc.

Tri-State Variety Development
Twenty three years ago the potato commissions in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho began

an unprecedented cooperative effort to support potato breeding and variety development in the
Pacific Northwest.  A request was made to Congress in 1983, signed by the Chairmen of the
three commissions, which led to the establishment of Congressional funding of potato variety
development work in the Pacific Northwest through the USDA.  This cooperative research
program involves several sites in each state.  Important varieties have come from this
cooperative research, including Ranger Russet and Umatilla Russet.  Some promising clones
may soon be released, which are highlighted on the WSU potato information exchange:
http://potatoes.wsu.edu/trials/2005/.  The Washington State Potato Commission has invested
in variety development at WSU and USDA essentially from the beginning of the Commission.

Potato Variety Management Institute, Inc.
Up till about 10 years ago, all potato varieties were “public” releases, which meant that

anyone could use them anywhere in the world without charge.  In 1994 the Plant Variety
Protection Act was amended by Congress to include potatoes.  This meant that potato varieties
released after 1994 could be “protected,” making them a type of intellectual property.  Not only
can Tri-State potato varieties be protected, but they should be protected to avoid having others
make ownership claims to varieties developed by our program.  Protected varieties can then be
licensed to growers or other users, and license fees and royalties charged for their use.  Until
this year, the universities (who officially own the varieties) have been managing these protected
varieties and licensing their use.

In 2005 the three commissions launched a new non-profit corporation which will be
handling the licensing and royalty collection on Tri-State potato varieties.  Called the Potato
Variety Management Institute (PVMI), this organization will manage all potato varieties
released by the Tri-State program, and pass licensing and royalty proceeds back to variety
development research programs.  PVMI was developed as a grower-controlled alternative to the
universities’ efforts to manage varieties and interact with industry in royalty collection.  The
three commissions felt that grower control is preferable, and the universities agreed that a
grower entity would be better able to interact with industry.  PVMI has a 9-person Board of
Directors, with 3 members from each state commission.  PVMI hopes to provide the following
main benefits to the industry:

1. Exert grower control over varieties developed through grower-supported research;
2. Work with end-users to increase adoption of new varieties in processing, grocery, and
restaurant trades;
3. Use market research to focus variety development goals;
4. Manage distribution and use of varieties around the world;
5. Return royalties directly to research programs.

Please contact Andy Jensen at the Commission office with any questions or comments.
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