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2007 Washington State Commercial Seed Lot Profile and
Potato Field Day Preview

Mark Pavek, E.P. Driskill JR, & Z.J. Holden: WSU, Pullman

Seed lot samples entered into the commercial seed lot trial were slightly down in number from last
year. There were 314 seed lots submitted this year, compared with 339 in 2006 and 376 in 2005 (Figure 1).
It is not clear, however, if potato acreage is down from last year. The number of seed lots entered in a given
year depends on several factors, but two important ones are 1) the number of informed and willing
participants and 2) the number of seed lots received in WA. The number of seed lots entered in the trial does
not always represent an increase in the number of acres planted in Washington.

Figure 1. Number of Seed Lots Entered into The Seed Lot Trial Over
The Past 15 Years
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There were no major surprises as to where the seed lots were shipped from this spring (Table 1).
However, the percentage of seed lots that were Colorado- and Montana-grown, declined slightly over the
past few years. Seed lots coming from “Other” locations like North Dakota and Wisconsin jumped from 1%
in 2006 to 7% in 2007.

Perhaps not a surprise to the Basin’s processors, the percentage of Umatilla seed lots entered into this
year’s trial almost doubled from 2006; up from 9% in 2006 to 16% in 2007 (Table 2). Russet Burbank seed
lots continue to slowly decline, similar to their production in WA. The “Other” varieties category has been
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slowly increasing with time: “Other” varieties accounted for 11% of all seed lots entered in 2007. Several
numbered clones, developed by the Northwest Potato Variety Development Program, were included in the
“Other” category: A88338-1, A9305-10, A93157-6LS, A95109-1. A93157-6LS was recently released and
was given the name “Premier Russet.” A95109-1 has early processing potential and may give Russet
Norkotah competition in the fresh market; it should be formally released in the near future. The other
numbered clones are being reviewed for release.

Table 1 Percent of Seed Lots by Region
2005 2006 2007

Location % % %
CAN 12 20 18
(6{0) 8 4 3
ID 15 15 17
MT 46 43 42
OR 9 10 6
WA 6 6 7
Other 4 1 7

2007 “OTHER” sources include ND, NE, WI, Unknown

Table 2 Percent of Seed Lots by Variety
2005 2006 2007

Variety % % %
Alturas 5 6 7
Burbank 30 27 26
Norkotah 17 13 14
Other 8 10 11
Ranger 21 25 19
Shepody 9 11 7
Umatilla 9 9 16

2007 “OTHER” Varieties entered: A88338-1, A9305-10, A93157-6LS, A95109-1,
Agata, Atlantic, Bilster Reds, Blazer, Cal Red, D.R. Norland, Defender, GemStar,

Innovator, Klondike Rose, Millennium Russet, Nordona, Summit, Western Russet
and Yukon Gold.

The potato field day will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, June 29 at the WSU Othello Research Farm
(see program below). In addition to viewing the seed lots, you will be able to participate in one of three
concurrent sessions. Sessions | and 11 will allow you to view a sample of this year’s in-field research. We
anticipate that all three sessions will offer CCA credits, and that Sessions Il and 111 will offer pesticide
applicator recertification credits. A hosted lunch, offered between 11:50 and 1:30, will complete the field
day. The agenda, seed lot information, and a map to the research center can be found on our website:
www.potatoes.wsu.edu.
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WSU Potato Field Day — June 29, 2007

Located at WSU Othello Research Unit
(6 miles East of Hwy. 26/17 Junction, On Booker Rd, ¥ Mile South of Hwy. 26)

8:30- 9:00 am Coffee and rolls
9:00 - 10:20 am Visit Seed Lot Trial
Concurrent Session I: Potato Cultural Practices Field Tour
10:30 am PVMI — It is Not Another Potato Virus!
Jeanne Debons — Potato Variety Management Institute, Bend, OR
10:45 am Emergence & Establishment Problems in Summit
Rick Knowles, Lisa Knowles, and Nora Fuller - WSU, Pullman
11:00 am From Seed Production to French Fries — Management of Newly Released Cultivars
Rick Knowles, Mark Pavek, Lisa Knowles, Zach Holden, Nora Fuller, — WSU Pullman
11:15am A95109-1. A Replacement for Norkotah? Strengths, Weaknesses and Cultural Management
Zach Holden, Mark Pavek, Rudy Garza, Josh Rodriguez - Washington State University, Pullman
11:30 am Tracking the Petiole Nitrate Concentrations of Eight Cultivars — How Do They Compare?
Mark Pavek, Zach Holden, Rudy Garza, Josh Rodriguez — WSU, Pullman
11:40 am Defining Nitrogen Rates to Maximize Profits from Alturas and A93157-6L.S
Chris Hiles, Mark Pavek, Zach Holden, Rudy Garza, Josh Rodriguez — WSU, Pullman
11:50 am - 1:30 pm HOSTED LUNCH
Concurrent Session I1: Potato Pest Management Field Tour
10:30 am Cultural & Chemical Management of Pink Rot (Phytophthora erythroseptica) in the C. Basin
Tom Cummings, Dennis Johnson - WSU, Pullman
10:45 am Bacterial Diseases of Potatoes-What is the Impact on Production?
Brenda Schroeder - WSU, Pullman
11:05 am Developing Disease Management Tactics for Powdery Scab
Dennis Johnson, Tom Cummings - WSU, Pullman
11:20 am The Diverse Community of Beneficial Insects (and Spiders) in Potatoes
Bill Snyder - WSU, Pullman
11:35am Diseases of Insects and Their Use in Biological Control
Ricardo Ramirez, Bill Snyder - WSU, Pullman
11:55 am - 1:30 pm HOSTED LUNCH
Concurrent Session I11: Potato Pest Management Workshop
10:30 am The Significance of Herbicide Residue in Non-Target Species
Bill Cobb — Cobb Consulting Services, Kennewick
11:00 am Multi-Faceted Bio-Control Methods Against M. Chitwoodi & the Colorado Potato Beetle
Donna Henderson, Katerina Riga — WSU-Pullman & Prosser
11:15am How to ID Key Potato Pests — Potato Tuberworm, Aphids, and Beet Leafhoppers
Silvia Rondon — OSU, Hermiston
11:30 am An Update on Vydate for Nematode Control
Nick David, Phil Hamm — OSU, Hermiston
12:00 pm A Synthetic Bait for Wireworms? Ongoing Studies at the Wapato Laboratory
Dave Horton, Peter Landolt — USDA-ARS, Wapato
12:30 - 1:30 pm HOSTED LUNCH
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Beet Leafhopper Trapping Update

Last week’s issue of this newsletter reported on an upswing in beet leafhoppers. That upswing
continued last week, and in the northern basin the numbers are now almost the highest we have seen this time
of year in the four years we have run the trapping system. We have established new graphical displays of
annual leafhopper catch trends on our website: www.potatoes.com/research.cfm. These graphs allow you to
compare 2007 regional populations to 2004, 2005, and 2006. These graphs are printed below.

To monitor for beet leafhoppers, we strongly suggest deploying yellow sticky traps near your potato
fields. These should be placed near the ground among weeds (sparse weeds are better), and away from dusty
roads. Traps should be checked and changed at least weekly.

Beet Leafhopper Counts, Othello Area to I-90 Corridor, 36 Traps
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