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PROPOSED U, S, POTATO GRADE STANDARDS
W. J. Trey, Federal Supervisor . :--;5_
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Inspectzon'
Olympia, Washmgton '

C. T. Nielsen, Ihspector—at-Lérgé o
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Inspection:
Moses Lake, Washington - | .

Most fresh fruit and vegetables are bought and sold using U. 8. Grades
as a standard quality. The U, S, Siandards for Potatoes and their grades
are used extensively in all growing areas of the United States and in all
major markets. The U. S. No. I and U. S. No. 2 Grades are the most
common now in use and these have remained unchanged for many years.

Increasing pressure by consumer demands for high, more uniform
quality in the markets has caused the U. S. D. A. to take another look
at the present potato grades, to see if they could be changed to better
suit the potato mdustry

They surveyed the industry from grower to market during this study.
Some states and growing areas have Federal Marketing Ordefs imposed
by the growers that set minimum size and maturity requirements that ~
are more restrictive than the present grades. These are incorporated .
into the proposed grades. '

Size variation was a complaint, generally this was concermng
cartons marked with count, so a size range reqtrlctlon was included
in the proposed grade for containers marked with count “The proposed.
Size A requirements also limit the size range, as well as inc.rease-the '
amount of the specified size contained in the lot. ' ' '

There was a demand for a higher quality grade’, Wlth umfor'm swmg,
so the proposed U. S. Extra No. 1 was written to fill this need. This
grade limits the type of defects permitted and the defec’ts toler‘ances as
well as requiring a narrow size range, S

It was found during this study the U. 5. .Commercial Grade was seldom
used so it was deleted from the proposed U. S. Standards The U, 5, No. 2
Grade was changed very little.

In presenting these proposed standards, it is not our purpose to tell
you they should or should not be accepted ag they are. Our purpose is to
tell you why they were proposed and {o compare them to the ex1stmg
gtandards and present the new U, S. Extra No 1 grade.
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